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Mtacam hi! 


r»ni coyer NAS Fador w ab about 
Urn- tactical training of pilots and 
aircrews, pulling ihn 'ohnip edge' 
back pn the mr wing. Ona oi the 
vital tools ui this turning process is 
ilia venerable A-AF Skyhawfc. 
Although ihe Sky Hawk wju designed 
U ■ light attack aircraft ovai 30 
yearn ago. iha US Navy has 
ihotcughiy exploited the agitiiy of 
Ed HoLnemsnn'a classic ever Ihe 
past two decades. VFA-127 'Cytons', 
based at Fallon, ate masiara ai 
wringing out every last diop ol 
ACM manceuvrabdicy iicro ihe 
SkyHawk 

Back cover A vaiilabEs army ot 
'wooden' weapons are dispersed all 
over the ranges at FalLon, thus 
heighteiung the realism cl Did 
mtsaions flown ihore 

Title pages Scon tc be tnwed into 
the mninterajiDD hangar for soma 
routine engine work, thia F-llA cE 
VT-21 Tree Inn curs' bosks in the 
warm Nevada sunshine. Tomcat 
'201' i* a particularly rare machine 
in VF-31, aa it wears the only iow- 
vf* paint scheme ui die squadron 


Right Many A-1 Skyhjwka have 
coded thou hying days at NAS 
Fallon, usually as decoys co ihe 
target range, but Ihls vnieran A-rfC 
now resides perroartenily in a far 
mere diabnguuhod position near the 
ateuon main gate. UnJorcunaiely no 
US Navy adversary squadrons ever 
Raw the 'C model Skyhawk, At lout 
the colour whsitiv is authentic 1 ! 






Tax Lieutenant Mark 'Doppler' Lrmgn. Your leap WJB- nol in vain 












Introduction 


Many miles separate the war ravaged city of 
Beirut from NAS Fallon in Nevada, However, 
events in the skies over the Lebanese capital 
half a decade ago unwittingly ensured that dm 
sleepy little air station would assume a place of 
prominence in US naval aviation in the ensuing 
years. 

On 1 December 19B3, a series of events 
involving the American presence m the 
Lebanon came to a head. A strike force 
consisting of A-6 Intruders and A-? Corsairs 
from US5 independence (CV-62), and Intruders 
from U$$ yofin Ftfemtedy (CV-67), was sent in 
to bomb a Syrian ammunition dump, a radar 
antenna dish, and surface-to-air missile (SAM) 
sites. Political and strategic considerations 
resulted in the strike be mg ineffectual with two 
aircraft lost and a pilot killed. 

Almost immediately, changes were made in 
the training syllabus for strike leaders, and the 
air wing in general. The moat important of 
these changes was the establishment of the 
Naval Strike Weapons Center (NSWC) at NAS 
Fallon in October 1094. Modelled on the highly 
successful Naval Fighter Weapons School 
(NFWS), Top Gun’, at NAS Miramar, the Strike 
Center has had a profound effect on NAS 
Fallon, nicknamed the biggest little air station 
in the world'. 

Situated at 3000 feet above sea-level 
alongside the impressive Sierra Nevada 
mountain range, Fallon has always been 
associated with the training of aviators. Hastily 
constructed in 1942, Fallon was one of five 
bases from which Ihe potential 'air war over 


San Francisco' was to have been fought when a 
Japanese assault on the Californian coast 
seemed imminent. Controlled by the US Army 
Air Corps, Ihe base eventually became the 
final stop for bomber crews completing their 
training before being posted to Europe or the 
Pacific. 

Fallon became a Navy possession in 1944 
and over the past 45 years virtually all 
■tailhookers' have peppered the high desert 
with live ordnance at some time in their 
career. During the Vietnam conflict air wings 
worked up thoroughly at the air station just 
prior so departing for the Tonkin Gulf. 

Blessed with fine weather for 361 days a 
year on average, Fallon is the perfect spot for 
strike training. Almost 1200 million will have 
been spent on improving ihe ranges and 
establishing the NW5C by the end of Ihe 19B0s. 
A Tactical Air Combat Training System 
(TACTS), similar to the one at Nellie Air Force 
Base, gives hying at NAS Fallon a. realism that 
is unsurpassed anywhere in the world. 

On average 11 air wings visit Fallon tn a 
year, a figure which unde rimes the importance 
of the air station in modern US Naval carrier 
operations. Perhaps the ultimate accolade 
should come from a seasoned tailhooker' who 
recently passed through 'the biggest little air 
station’ for the umpteenth time. 

‘When we are here, it is the most exciting 
ilying we do, and die most challenging 1 . 
Captain Bud Orr, Commander Air Group 
(CAG) r Carrier Air Wing 14 
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F-5 Tiger II 

Below Based ai Faltan smce October L£*9 j , VFA-12? tormerly called Naval 
Air Elation LopiQore. Ln California, hOtnn. The ' Cy!qiL* r rceOfvod their F-5» 
Jiom the Naval Pighler Weapons School acid VF-40 when both d itune units 
li.idcd up Ln [he pOieni F- l£N in L9ET VFA-J27 .iLia |O0 |l deli very Of eight 
former U5AF S£7th TFTS F-5s -ant y*ti kom RAF Alconbury. The F-5 is a 
basic fighit-i when compared to ns adversaries at NAh illon, [he F-24 and 
Ihe F' 1$. Howt'tut, the elite Bind of 18 pilots assigned to YFA 1 2.7 [urn the 
am ill] Northrop lighter uilo A deadly Oppfinotil. more than .1 timlefi for [he 
item ■'hoavywoighti' 

Left Several T-SB Talons ate also Sown by VFA- 117 in the adversary rojo. 
Those- aixcrall., LiVe iho F-3>, aro oi-'Tsp Cun' machines. The Talon was [ha 
lore c unitei of Hie highly successful F-5 seties of fighiers and w.is puvuily 
developed by Northrop under the designation N-15ST Although Iho Talon 
was designed in Ihe 1990s it still pe rforms admirably m the blue slues ovet 
FaUon 



9 









Above US Navy adversary squadrons and Ifccm USAF counter p&rts have 
always been known for Ihe lavish paint scheme* which adem ihet.t au-ciaii. 
and VTA-12? are no exception. Although two gun barrels protrude from ihe 
nose of the F-9F, the a?icraft h.m only One M-33 cannon Rued. The right 
Panel acta ns a cooling scoop for avionics- mounted in the nose 


Right above The F-BFa flown by the Navy differ in several respect* from 
their USAF biolhers The Air Force has never operated the two seaier as an 
aggressor aircraft, using them to train foreign pilots only. They aloe have 
radar 61 tad which leads 1o the third difference between navnlizOd and Air 
Force F-5Fs. To provide Ihe proper balance for the euetali altar Lhe longer 
noea and extra cockpit had been added, a 300 pound weighl had to bo 
bolted on between iho engines beneath the aircraft. As mentioned before, 
the Navy F-BF has no radar and this lack of sstn weighl in the time mean* 
the aircraft can dispense vriih the weighl 

Right below lute several other operators el the F-S, VFA-1Z7 has recently 
experienced some problems wilh wing over-stressing on tftair airerafi. 

This hat rfisultod in Iho grounding of their machines and the dismantling of 
Iho wmg area from, the luselage. The wing is than X-rayed fur faults and re- 
tuauad if necessary. The overall wing area on Iho F-9E i* giute imill and 
this detracts from its sir combat manoeuvrability as the CO of VFA-L27, 
Commander Ridge 'Junkyard' Corbin, explains 'The F-6 bleed* off speed 
and energy terribly during a big ''bat tum" but in a straight line it has ihe 
speed te track dewn an F-L8.' This particular F-SE is temporarily grounded, 
hcnca the tarpaulms over the cannon barrels, canopy, and engine exhausts 





























ThK twiri nngHip Jurangemenl an Uw 
T-3SA it one at ihe nfraieai and moai 

compact pewcipliinl packages ov-rji 

dosig7ujd. The GoneraJ Electric JB5- 
GE-5 engine as e dcvuJepmitni or ihn 
YJS5-GE | used io power ihe USAF'a 
Hound Dog missile an iKc [gHJs This 
Talori irain 4 two-lone giey 
adiama which u one *E Lhn mail 
eilaeiurc wdiTi by advarury atTcraJt 
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QT-38 Talon 

rorttiedy btu«hd 4J 0 k» Nang Weapon! Cantor (HWG) ai Cfcljui La*t> cn 
CfUlomia. Oil* QT-33A wu icquFtd by vrA- £23 whan l\ bucime redundim 
eq ihit: Ctiiiior'n road* flown for a ihon ume by £h* iqundion XO, Iho TaJon 
wu found ro be riddled IhicnighciLii wtih ogirOTion. Pennine inly grounded, 
u a niuli. CtmmtanntaT Corbin wa* iterparaloly Trying id gee Lt iiroct oH Itio 
ujuadron bggti a: Eho tuno o! rho aulhei'i vkli 















F-16N 

Falcon 

LidR Th* nlcimilo adversary 
Although based -si NAS MiiAnur in 

MtllhOin C.iliJo: njii YF | Mi 'E-,Tr,d.Lla' 

«v4 i he Naval Fighter Weapons 
School usually i.lit; it lh mini id 
tempo tardy send a qiWTtOt ol F- L$Nf 
1o Fallon to help VFA-127 with the 
ACM training c[ the dopLoyed air 
wing, Representing a fourth gan- 
erauon adversely Like Hie MiG 29 
or Hu? Mirage 2000. the 'nautical' 
FalOclt has stoned mto (fie Navy's 
ACM training progranuif.e superbly 
Tina F-IGW be tonga to VF I 25 and is 
being pre-JlighEed by The civilian 
gro unde tow from General Dynamics- 
jusi pner n> depariLpg on an F-J6 
and A A versus an F-IS ttiiasi.cn 

Inset The F-18 is not & big uietdl, 
but then neither hi Ihia sailor Irani 
VF-1261 Plugged, into Che pilot's 
into room. shn informs him that the 
(ailerons. Saps, sLats, and rudder 
ate All performing as limy should 
when ho operates them from witfous 
the coclkpii. Mourned on the vrtnghp 
pylon alxwt he r hood l* a dummy 
A1M-9L SLd.evtmd.et m a site 
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Left Seen here at h'AS Miramar, the "Top Cun' school regularly s-umtls us 
aircraft Eg Fallon depending on it» own operational requirements. This 
tT-t6N is one of a pan in the squadron, The diannetive Top Cun' badgn v 
clearly visible on the tu! of ih.o aircraft 



Above This imprnvaive line-up of VF-L26 Falcons has an interloper witlun 
than midst The tilth auerafi in the uitk belongs to (he Weapons School, The 
US Navy oporales 2Z F-IGNs and four TF - H?s which are split between the east 
and wesL coasi air atauons. Twelve are based at NAS Key West in Florida 
with VF-4S., the 'Top Gun' school has li. and VF-ISfi has six air rr all on 
strength 
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A-4F 

‘Super Fox’ 

Numerically I he nunl important 
aircraft opemsed by Vfft-121 (a the 
A-4 Sfcyhamlc. ovor a do ton iingle 
and two seat A-4s are assigned in 
Die squadron. Only I wo of 
aircraft are 'Super Fo*' veieione of 
the Skylurwfc. though, thu vividly 
coloured machine being one of 
them. The 'Super Fo*' A-4 ha* an 
uprated Frail A Whilney P-8 engine 
installed which gives 'HeLnemanri'a 
hot rod' an a von holSor 
porformaiKW Wnh a one-to-one 
thrusi co weight ratio the aircraft can 
in fact out-climb an F-1B, and pell 
five So eix G without losing airspeed 
All this u good now* for stive nary 
pilot and had news for then 
opponenii! Eventually all the 
squadron ft^Fi will be re-engined 
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Above The TA■ 4J ta a unique machine in ihat Lt can pcrlorcn ihe role oC an at 
(Pitre mpunt juii iu well *■ ii lulfila iIm? pemicn of an advonpary air^rafl. 

VTA-127 olten fly the TA4 with the back scat occupied &s alt theli aviaiori 
must uudni qo rigorous (rarnlng within the pquadron be I ere they can 
eventually call aemflehre* adversary pdpis 

Right The large Oil pUM canopy cn the TA-4J is heavily framod and 
t eau icu the p iioi a held el view, bui generally speaking his tcitwud vision 
ii better lhan in the ainglo seat A-4F 
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Fu left Betoxe tiach nusasgn |ho 
pilM perform* Iho age-add nluaJ e£ 
die aviator—the pm-flight 
DtaUiaxpuud. Once ha has- locked 
over tha air ct Ah from ihc ground he 
rfinthi onto his mwinl and runs 
through a memoriaed iLsr or upper 
Julia™ cfiftdn. Hero ho 
thoroughly inspects. the angina iucL 
syaieju pane]. 

Left The pilot take-: a quick look At 
tha UHF aerial and than glances 
across the ramp ai his opposition, a 
row g£ F-]& parked only a few Feet 
away 
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Right TJie A-4 eockpti h js never 
he dh Itnpwn for its spactocisftisis but 
ilui veteran pilot tax performed the 
delicate rmiitme at filling min ihti 
Skytawfc on morei lhan cue 
occasion. fitfgw him his Navy pLane 
captain prepares io pud May rtra 
ctoi^ ladder ■ Navy groundcrew ate 
a rarity at NAS Fall an ns civilian 
pumennal perform mow al the on 
and all ramp dulic*. VTA-127 alone 
has over E20 Lockheed employ (ran 
assigned Id it 

Tar right The archetypal 
gumfightor A century ago Fall on 
ivaa a typical "wld west' town and 
shoot-outs were a common 
everyday occurrence. Nothing much 
has changed over the past 100 years 
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l.pft Because o( the extreme heel el Fallon squadron member* oftim tasi out 
with Lhuu cugpiD* still open, Wasting un ihc queue to late die. ihts particular 
pitot cpjickJy checks the split iraUing .edge flaps on his A-4F 

Above Over the years adversary umt* have tried to make the TA-4 loot e 
little hit tnete like ihn aiicrnJi il is supposed 10 sunulsie, the MiG-17 Ttua m 
VFA-137 'b attempt, Fortunately die beauitfut tines ot the Sky hawk still show 
through 
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Left A manage a( spares for ih* venerable Skyhawk occasionally Leads id 
the ground ing n! suprr'.n 'Cylon*' aircraft. 'Because the aircraft u nn: .1 tqp- 
level. high profile tighler ihe emphasis placed on n at a spares level leaves a 
Jo I IO tw desLrud Wn have problem* getting (he pane we need Cn keep Ihn 
aircraft operational as a result. The replacement g| leading-edge 9 Lam is a 
reeurrani problem because ihe strain we place on them during ACM rs far 
more than was ever expected when Hie A -4 was designed, The parts 
replacement is nol really geared Eor it. Slat rails, nuts. balm, and olhnr 
asserted gear which goes mio s eplacmg these pans is always in short 
supply\ us plained. Commander Corbin. This pariietdai TA-4 is musing Us 
leading-edge stals 

Above Another rwo seal Shy hawk grounded and sealed op against the 
eLementa. About £55 TA-ia wore bttUl by McDonneLI Douglas between 1965 
and 10TB, Although powered by Ihe modest P-5 vs mm of the trusty Prali A 
Whimey ]££, ihe TA-4 suit holds ns own whnn Down skilfully 'Although the 
TA-4 has many limitations, in ihe role that we perform, purely day VfR 
(visual flight rules) ACM, Ufa an ewceltenL mourn. Em underpowered, but 
Down by a competent pilot who can exploit the agility oE Ihe airframe, it can 
hold tm own with ony Gghtgr Wo went on a deployment 10 ill* USAT F L6 
(raining wsng earlier ilus year £1933) and easily hold 0111 own. surprising 
many cl our heals They presented us with a plaque ai ihe end nf Ihe Cat 
which perfectly summed up iheir tee tings towards us. The inscription read 
'Em the MAN in ihe jar, feud Commander Corbin rather proudly 
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Left A vastly experienced aviator is tti a bear way tu describe the head 
'Cylorf. Commandei Corbin Sni flow A-7A* and Be willt VA-07 ‘Golden 
W.11 rmis' on board the USS /V.ajljfri 1 !Jvr D Rimxcircir <CVA-42> in 1971. taking 
pari in ewe Medatei raneam naiw™ during hjs rime willt the unit. He was dice 
posted io NAS Meridian. Mississippi. as a flight instructor on TA-4s in 19JS 
Coitnn's next assignment was something qnilo different for US Navy pUois- 
He was ir.iiu(qrred or an exchange programme » ihu Royal Australian 
Navy's Flaei An Ann and assigned id VC.724 flying A^C-s. Alter iwq years 
be relumed to NAS Cecil Field in Florida and i e. msmonad onto she A-7F 
Corbin was than lent lo VA-SS 'Mamuider*' on board the USS Nutate 
[CVN-6B). Ha stayed willi the squadron for a record 17 months btfor* being 
posted lo an Army Stall Collage for a year. He joined VA-127. as it was 
designated before the smvnl of the F-3s and ihe move to Fallon in May 1983, 
as X0- "Junkyard' Corbin, ass timed command of Urn squadron in Novc mber 
L6E7. I've achieved what piu»i bo every aviator"* dioam. having been able 
to fly lor 19 out of live 20 years E'va bean in the Navy" 


Above A rather amen looking A IF aits out on the ramp It usually calces a 
newly arrived pilot at VFA - L 27 from four months ie a year id became a fufly 
Hedged AP (Adversary (blot} from being a PUT (PiEui Under Training), The 
nest stage » ,m IP (Inetrudor Pilol} and this can take many tnaiubs as Lha 
pilot lakes on lully qualified insirucioti vrtLhio the squadron m ACM, Equally 
as itupbrianL as tbe potential instructor's Hying skill is hie ability lo dehiief 
the opposing pilol alter the mission has been concluded 
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Navy 

Reserve fl-4 
Sky hawks 



Another nhtn squadron in the US 
fi'iiVy U VFC.13 Samis', and of Iv-a 
lUQ-tbn# rcBffrvn adversary unit*, 
Ela&ed at Miiinnir. wht; c u they 
traditionally provide monj- lj'.,in SO 
per cent of the idvcruiy seines tor 
fighter jiqujidc oilt si the air al.ttLOji. 
VFC-13 leguJaiJy lend SkyhawSu 
Is Fallen. This A-4F h-ns an ECM 
fin up smennA hijimug Sited, a 
modification net seen on VFA-127 
aircraft 
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Opposite above Carrying a dayglo Aircraft humimeowtioii Systams (AlE) 
pod, aliair.ahvcjy known as an Air Combat Manoeuvring ■. ACMIi pod. on ihe 
inner wing pylon, a TA-4J 1= readied for the firm flight of ihe morning. Thu 
particular aircraft Hill waars ihe old style rau] code and VC-]3 unit 
designation. The 'Saimis' rmnlly underwent a squadron redesigns turn from 
a fleet compoajto unit to a ftghier campon no umi. a title which bettor 
describes Iheir role 

Opposin' below With ju ah-moving tailplane angled aiuopty. airbrakes 
deployed, trading edge flap* spin, and mdhook lowered, ihe roaor™ pilot of 
'hi* TA-4 runs through the pio.fliglit checks on hia aircraft A poBung to VTC- 
13 ia it most sought after position as ihc pilots are permanently rhuio based 
and essentially part-tiltt* navel aviators. although Umy usually Ely Etve diyi a 
week! Needle** ett say, to be a ' Saint 1 ' adversary you hive 10 bo one of the 
he*; 


Above Whenever an aircraft takas oil at Falfon it muully has an AE/AC3 pod 
mounted under the wing These p*da fit onto the Albi-il launch r*U* and 
transmit data battle to the Tactical Air Combat Training Sysiem (TACTS) 
computer which converts the information into imagery on two largo screens 
m the TACTS centre. Aliunde, speed, and distance from other aircraft are ad 
sensed by the pod. as wall as accurate scoring of engagements 
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The end of the road 

Eventually all t-omtui lead) the end ai iho lme and nukv their final 

lo Duvn-Monihan Air Fctce Base to begin long-term alofage. UllwialelT 
they will bo Phnrck off charge and told for scrap to local metal mnreihanci 
One A-4 that will novor baalfc m the Ari®ana aanahine ia this battered C model 
twhlch once served onboard ihe USS John F Kennedy fCV-61). The remains qf 
Ihu diicmbOWollod Skyhawfc are nc&liered over a wide area away from the 
busy Fallon tampa 
































The Mighty Tomcat 

Loll At the opposite end at the tighter spud rum Erom Ihc diminutive A-4 
Skyhawk is the Largo and powerful; F-1 4 Tomcat, i|w U& Navy's main air 
superiority fighiol, Earner ALt Wing (CVW> 14, just like most other air 
wings, has two Tomcai squadrons assigned to it, VF-SI 'FiHluctn' and 
VF-154 ‘Black Knights 1 . Unlike those ts[ Oth vt air wings, CVW-14's Tomcats 
are arguably the most colourful in the entire Navy. This VT-31 machine looks 
resplendent as ii lardes out bathed in the early morning sun 

fie Low The 'Freelancers' wore formed si Alameda in Calliemui on l July 
IMS when VF-G4 was redesignated during ^ Navy clean-up ol earner air 
groups (CVGs). Equipped with the McDonnell F3K-3 Demon, the squadron 
was assigned to CVG'3 and embarked on the U5S JVf ittw*y (CVA-41). After 
three cruise* wuh *0 rather Lacklustre Demon the squadron was shifted to 
Miramar and began ihe ooh.vertjc.ti onto tho F-4B Phantom EL In March 1M5 
ihe squadron sailed on their Erst combai cruise to Vietnam, a route they 
would traVerte a further Eve times over the following night years. During 
thia inaugural ciutsn VF.?| phot down two MiG-l?i, the iitsi U& Navy LcqlLp of 
the war, and the only victories achieved by the "Freelancers' in Ihe conflict. 
The squadron also embarked on the USS CoraJ Sea (CVA-43) and (ho USS 
Rsnget (CVA-fll) during their warUmo cruises. The 'Freelancers' re¬ 
equipped with the F-Ij in IKS and continued to fly titu model until 
December 1973. Along wilh lijfleT squadron VF-154. VF-ZJ was unreduced Id 

■ 
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the F-iS, ihe ultimate Navy Phantom II. Boon after relinquishing the lui Of 
thetr rathe if bred J modol*. Unfortunately the over-the-tamp speed of the F-4S 
waa deemed; to bp wo fast for VF-21's 'new' carrier, the smalt USS Coni Seal 
and they had le ifade their Phantoms with VF-301 and VF-3&2, the Pacific 
Fleet's reserve fighter end*. Eventually in November 1883, along with 
VF-IS-t. the 'Freelancers' finally said goodbye 1o Iheir venerable F^fNs, than 
mating those two squadrons the lea i US-based units To fiy the Navy FA in 
Ironditur wrvace, The age of ihe To meal was soon to begin 

High! Soon lo be airborne and tackling A-4s and F-IGs, a row of F-Hs from 
VF-BI ait quietly whdat iheir crows go through the final briefings before the 


Below -Offering a complete contrast 10 other aircraft in lha squadron. Tomcat 
‘305' wears a full tow-visibility scheme, although (he pair ol external tanks 
mounted underneath the F-3 1 arc obviously borrowed from a glossy 
machine. Tho mobile gantry alongside the aircraft's tad was used by a 
squadron maintenance men to apply the unit markings to the freshly painted 
bail fin 
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Left CMW«l.lip and rtaily ta 3d. » 
YT-1 5* pilot sweeps ihe wings oal 
an hu big Ciumman Eights r. Thin 
cheek ie always performed punt 
before taxiing out. The heavy 
weathering around the engine 
intake is nihCr unusual 

Be Low The plane explain hand- 
crank* (he bonrdmg Jnddei down 
mlo place in preparation Ear the 
arrival of Ihe crew. The myriad of 
wanting and rescue mat kings show 
oat distinctively an ihn aircraft. 
These mat kings, along with the full 
sue 'star and bar 1 , are rather more 
subdued on the Iow-yis machines 







liiant WlnjJtf hi* ladar ULietdupl 
OLflctr (RIO) bogmfi. iht- pte-Diglv 
check mound iJuj all-moving 
(aUplane, At pilot juggtes around 
will- ,11S survival vast Which straps 
on over hLfl itighi sun 


Right A formidable hne-up erf 'Bluet 
Knights'. The squedron can tract its 
origins back 10 1953 when VF--S3T, 
a tflwrvo unit, was reduigiuitcd 
VFM54 at Moffett FieEd in California. 
Assigned to Carrier Air Crotip 35 
aboard the USS Yorktown (CVA^IOj, 
Ae 'Black Knights' flow ihe 
Grumman FW-S Panther until 
converting Ohio the Norlh American 
FJ-3 Fury in J3SS and joining Ae 
USS Wk P (CVA IS) IN 1357 VF-154 
became Uie Rnl operational Pacific 
Fleei squadron io receive the FfllM 
Crusader, salting on n, WeslFac 
cruise in February 1 359 -is part 
of CVG ]S on the USS WarrcOc* 
(CVAdB). Vanous model* of 
Crusader were flown by VF-354 
over the nerd seven years on a 
handful of operational deployments, 
including a combat cruise to 
Vietnam on board the USS CoraJ See 
m 1 S64,i'6S The first half of IMS was 
spent transitioning onto the F. 40 at 
Miramar, joining CVW-2 for Another 
combai cruise in lute July r once 
again on iho Coral Sea. Another five 
cruises to Vietnam, lay ahead for At 
Black Knight*' bot on board Ac USS 
Ranger. The squadron'* major post¬ 
war aOivitres mirror Aose of ii* 
sisler urui W-31 in almwt every 
respect. One differenco bolween ihe 
two squadrons however, is Am VT- 
154 1 * ihe Tactical Air 
R« 0 hnnus*nince Pod System (TARPS) 
unit A CVW-14 Three TARPS 
configured F-I4e are usually 
operated by (nr squadron 
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A±hjvc left G-sustfl ai t- noi iho most comfertahEa of Hungs at the beat of ifjtips, 
juac iLak this 'Black Kingin' Behind his right shouJdbr is ar. AIS^ACMl pad 

AbevD right Constrained SumLy within his C-atiii, the REO dalicalely climbs 
aboard hu 'trusty flood". Even with the ladder, tald-out steps, and 'kick-in' 
boarding slota to heip iho crow, gelling ditto iho F-H wearing an the 
eatrunoous gear associated with the modern nv»ror u sdU an acrobatic fear 

Right The black and scarlet colour* worn on the twin tail* of Iho F-H are 
similar in stylo io those which adorned the vancui modal* of Phantom D that 
the 'Black Knight*’ fi aw m (he 1660* rind 70s. The wings on thi* To meal are in 
the over-sweep position 
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Above KlOs, as well ju pilot*, can 
command Jranltme fighior 
squadron* in Ihe US Navy. Proving 
]«*! lhal. Coitimflndor Jim 'Meatball’ 
Santangelo lake* lu= place in the 
Nick seat oi hi* F-H. SantangeJo has 
b*en 'head knight' ed VfMB4 Bine® 
March mss 

Right Wteiburntir is lighted and thn 
brakes released. in a matter of 
aoconds thia VF-154 Tomcal will bo 
i-oanng down Fallen'* 14.000 fool 
runway, The black top .n iho air 
station h Hie longest ftnit of the 
Miaaiasippi, An 11,000 loci runway is 
currently being built parallel to the 
okwting one te allow lhs air statmn 
■o remain open all year 
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The ‘Black 

Knight 

Mobile’ 


The 'oBELciaJ' Hall car oE VF-I&4 u a 
richer large and einemely ngiy 
Plymouth Fury. Fully marked up in 
aquadrmn wtonn. ilw J Vank tank' 
can carry a 'war load 1 el over £0 
case* or beer, very upoful Ear Long 
range *OJtt** 
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Abused Feline 


Left In mid-J 9S7 CVW-6 came la Fallon lor work-bpa just prior lo deploying 
on board (he UK Ferrestal (CV-S9) for the first time. One of the squadron* 
which belonged. 1e the an wing was VF-31 'Totneauer*', a very distinguished 
unit. Unfortunately for the squadron one ol den r■ 14a was accidentally 
rammed by a bowser truck while u was parked on the lUghllsna. The I ruck 
hit ihe Tomcai in Ihe wing glove area and indicted considerable damage on 
the aircraft ■ The bowser truck was written off and Lie driver set icusly injiled. 
Over a year later repairs hod almost been completely effected on the 
relatively new Nt atid n «,» expected lo rejoin VT-31 soon afloi the author 
saw it at Fallon 



Below The "TontGairera' aie ihe second oldest U5 Navy fighter squadron, 
receiving the designation VF-31 in August 1943 when VF-3A was re¬ 
el umbered. Over die years the squadron has flown Ihe FSF Bearcat, F9F-2 
Panther. F2H-2 Banshee. F3H-2 Demon, and the N Phantom II. The 
'Tomca Iters' even undertook a single Vietnam, combat Grume in 107EJ73, Ihe 
highlight of the 10 month deployment being the downing of a fcUG’Sl on 33 
Juno 1973. In August 1390 the squadron began the transition onto the F44 at 
MAS Oceana in Florida, VF-31 's home since 1963. The black radotne slid 
Scarlet tall are distinguishing features of VF-31 

Inset The 'Felix Ihe Cal' emblem has been worn by many classic Navy 
fighters over the years, crtginalmg in the 1930s on early Boeing biplanes. 
‘Felix 1 has weathered The test of time well and VF-31 continues to build on a 
fine naval iradMion 
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Opposite jhcvc “Stinger 3S5' rolls oul towards iho mam ran ramp. The 
ensuing mission wlIJ involve four VFA-113 Hotnois pitied igaiiwt four 
VFA-137 Skyhawlis and a pan or VF-136 F-l&Ns. VFA-25 and Vf A l 13 seam 
CO favour carrying a single tank on each inner wing pylon, whareaa moil 
oiliet r-SH limes usually mount a single 33d US gallon tank on the centre 
pylon. Whatever iho mix. Iho Hornet's rather short Tange is the ma}-oi 
'Achilles ' heel' oi die aircraft 

Opposite! below VFA-113 were a very colourful squadron ten years ago 
when they were equipped with A-7E Csrulrt. Jm! over 3D years ago the 
'Stingers' were (lying the diminutive A-4C Bkyhawk over (he ]ungles eC 
Vietnam. Nowadays the squadron m equipped with a mixture ol SuNo Block 
17 and 13 A model Hcrneu 

Above Bombed up and ready lo taxi away from the high-explosive loading 
pad. Iho pilot wails Cor hia ground crewman 1o brush his final chock before 
departing. Tho small rectangular fillet actnotiod 1o the wing shoulder is a 
relatively now modification being retrofitted ip F• IS-s 1o alter the airfiow 
around die iwm tafia end reduce strain on. these areas. Over-stressing et the 
tail untie has been anolher problem which has consuietnly plagued Jive 
Hortm 
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A-6E TRAM Intruder 

Lfrll Fallon Is all abom pulling bombs on targets accurately, and one of the 
best auetafi in the businoia for doing just that is Uib Intruder. CVW-lVs A’fi 
squadron is VA-106 'Mam Battery’. based it NAS Whidbey Island in 
Washington stale. During the an wug'i three week deployment to FaUon the 
ten or twelve A PE TRAM aircraft which form the ohenstve part of the attack 
squadron are usually parked on the hjgh-exptosLve ramp. Thu savon turn¬ 
around time between •Ortiw 

Below The ‘Mam Battery' is an ex-Sikyraidei squadron, having flown the 
venerable ‘Spad’ during the Vietnam War. Surprisingly the A-6 is tun a good 
visual bombing platform. its forte being radar guided low-leval penetration 
n Macks The Intruder’s replacement, the almost physically identical A-6F. has 
boon put on ice lor the moment to try and save Junding for the Advanced 
Tactical Aircraft (ATA]. the proposed 'wonder weapon’ for the Navy of the 
L09Os 
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Kljhl Clearly visible in Hub view of 
ihe Imrudoi » (ho targe-1 recognition 
attack nvuliuonaor (TRAM) pod. Ttio 
fit at TRAM equipped aquadron io 
operate Irom a earner deck wu 
VA-IR5 "Bcomcri' when (hoy 
deployed onboard the U55 
Censfeliatidtr in 1977. The smaJ] ball 
turret beneath the rademe u partly 
retractable and contains both 
Forward locking inlra-red radar 
(FL1S> and laaor sensor*. This allows 
the crew to watch roaMimo 
talevision imagery of ncJn-TOual. or 
radar targets, and further enhance* 
the Intruder's already formidable 
aU-weather bombing capability 
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Refuellers 


Hetaw Leaving Hi in n& doubt that this ui indeed n KA-6D. every paMtble 
hardpouU an ihe aircraft has a large exlbrnd fun] lank siiached |g h. 
Typically, Intruder squadrons have lain ltA-6Bs an atrangtfi And ihcs« vital 
aircraft usually perform the bulk of refuelling dunes for the air wing. VA-X95 
wan soon t& be joaned by V5-37 ‘Sawbucts’ in the tanker role aa the Viking 
squadron was expecting 1o take charge of one at the first plumbed MS- 3As 
during the rAllan deployment 



73 



































Squadron colour* nr« dc«ly in evidence on (ho laU of thu JCA-SO Attack 
squadrons tsfca pride stv the appearance of their tankers, llyln^ menu man (a to 
former colourful glory days, The Navy originally had 71 early a-RAj 
converted to KA*6D standard during (he early 107th, fitting the rofueLhng 
■yitem in lho Vdutrsl 'birdcage'. Currem Navy plain call for lh# vonarahlo 
ItUtuder Cnnhox to soldier on itfitU at least die year 3000. If this particular 
machine is still jSytng dwn 11 Will be close (e H|0 years old 



cVTfr-Mtirs firs i— 


















EA-6B 

Prowler 



Left Over SUM million worth of 
higtHech aircraft lit dp. the ramp m 
from of CVW-14 'b temporary 
main I* rumen hangar VAQ-139 
Causin' are a relatively new 
EA-6B squadron and like nil other 
Prowler unit*. call the pmuresque 
aar aiauon on Whidb*? Inland, home. 
The EA-6B ha* been produced in no 
leu lhan five different variants, 
although tho basic oulward 
appearance of the airnnfl Ivh 
remained essentially tinchnngpd. 
Prowler "603“ is one of 431CAP I 
(inn proved capability) aircraft built, 
and fn all probability has been 
updated to [CAP 2 standard The 
difference* between these aircraft 
bait tally contra around improved 
computer and electronic warfare 
capabilities 

In set When mowed from the from 
the Prowler looks a Lot like the 
airec oil from which H was 
developed, ihs A-S Intruder. To 
help landing! signal officoj* ibSOsi 
differentiate between the two 
aircraft, crosses. or inverted 
radiation symbols as m this case, 
are sprayed onto die no** Of tho 
Prowler Mounled on the centreline 
pylon w on* of (ho EA-tB'i main 
odlensive weapons. the ANi'ALQ &^E 
inlogratty-poweied “smart 1 jamming 
pod 
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Lefl P-artne-ring Prowler 'BOS' an its brio! croM-counlry lotay was Pinwle-r 
'303' Both aircraft belonged to VAQ-129 ‘Vikings'. the rrt-fB flee I readiness 
squadron, but were emwerf. ra1her unusually, by members a[ VAQ 336 
'Geundats', CVW-5'a resident Prowler unit which ;e Jorward do played to NA5 
Awugi in Jnpn,n 

Above left Only a morvi.bet at die Prowler community could wear a bane 
dome' hhe ibis 


Above right ‘Ekitio 3" sorts am liu office before climbing in. Tha rale of this 
pn rtKTvIji c electronic counterme&aures aiker i ECMO i, to give him his piepet 
utle r u to ap&rbta iha Sunder? Aaemnaiefl AN^AL0-S2 eanuniLpicinqon* 
jamming lysiam. The wenpnn'x offnctivcuBW was shewn ul 1M6 when it was 
used extensively by Iha US Sixth fleet, during Operations Prairie Pure and El 
Dorado Cajiypit, ic completely obliterate all Libyan nu ln.ny corumuirucanons 
traffic 


03 







E-2C Hawkeye 

Tha rnobUff lusrvs rentes □! ilu ui mg. ihe E-zC KawkiryE u niai lor 
nHcciivo co-otiimFULnr. of nlrcrali over Um atiike area. Flytng muiy lmtir» 
whas deployed 4 ! *44. Hu? aircraft and orowa of [ho VAW iquad roiu ipand a 
corjidit'iiibtt pvtiod at thcru ctm* at Falioa jubaitio u *eU. VA «V - U 3 qre 
th«- uiui aMached » CVW-14, and the Aircraft dioy cock 10 Fallon had only 
j-eeoiiily boon abucnitd Irom VAW ! IT, * iimvi vqoadron h,jn>d i! NAS 
Mfruiuu 



























Viking Strike 

Left You may wonder what a dedicated anti-submarine warfare aircralr Like 
Jtio 5 3A Yitahg doe* during the air wir.g'n ihron weeks at Fallon, an air 
station «hich is most dehmteJy 'waterless' Well, the armourers mourn Iriple 
ejector racks iTERs) on the single laodetwuig h.iidpouns And ihv 5-I bnya go 
out and cause havoc on rhn weapons rangsi, This particular Viking from VS- 
37 'Sawbucks' has just returned i»m a sortie with a Mk 82 bomb cluck up on 
one Of He TEE*. Thin lends to raise the anxtely level of the crew slightly until 
the bomb is made sale by a team of armourer* specially trained to deal with 
these problems 

Below The fbade of things to come. Most S-3 squadrons now have one or 
two of Iheir aircraft sprayed up in low-vis colours. The 'Sawtaucks’ are based 
at NAS North Island in Sen Diego, and tike most ether ASW squadrons, flew 
the £-2 Tracker for many years before updating to th» 'whispering hoover' in 
Ihe eary 1970s. The day before Ibis photo was taken Viking '703' had scored 
Hie moeL amazing direct bn on a smoke hare which was ma[king the 'target' 
for attacking aircraft on the Bravo 17 range 
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The ramp 

When Ihe air wing's in town the iannji at FaJJgn bncomop a very lively place, 
In she foreground is the? combined, VFA- L 27/Air Wing u i.imp. and in the 
distance is the tugh-erplofive Loading pad. A total of 4D aircraft aj* present 
in ihii view taken from Shu NAS Fallon control tower 

























Home on the range 

Left 'Thu enemy' To ciawe ua real a scenario u pmible lor [he tuil^ 
aiiorafi operating on Bravo IT, the lib Und Air Missile Squadron (LAMS) □( 
Iho US Marine Corpn. deployed to Fallon from Fresno, CaldoxnLa. Equipped 
wfch (ho Raytheon HAWS niommg^-the-way.kdlor) MJM-23 surface-to-air 
iruiaaiLe. 'Charlie' baits r y sei up >hop on a flat phun overlooking ihe bomb 
drop area on ihe range In the foreground ralhe trackoi/sILummator radar, 
and behind il an empty three-round missile launcher Alongside 'Ch.uhrr 
battery wtu a mt kY army camp, a challenging target tor the F-kBa and A-fr 
of CVW-U. The HAWK system u alao used by (ho Iranian Army amongst 
other uwrs, so the tactics lormutiirod by Ihe air wring to counter ihu 
effectiveness of the SAM could possibly save lives in the future 

Below A total of 30 marine! man this particular baitary, an unenviaWe task lb 
the searching heat erf the Nevada down, During ihe brtof lime the atiiitni 
•pant with 'CharLie' battery 32 stiikoo ware made against imaginary targets 
on Bravo L7. These attacks wore down by a imxed force of F-Jfis, g.3«, A-6a, 
and EA-&S. and the men trout the 4th LAMS Iheoi encally knocked down 32 
atrcrafll One wonder* what that figure would have looked kko if A coupta o[ 
"imaginary' AGM-SS RARMn (high-velocity ant|,radialion tniaatLen j hnd baen 
Bred in the direction Erf ■Charlie' battery before ihe unhei alarted? 




















[itll Uaied liom die US Army and 
LLtad oittdniiVBlj by the Naval Strike 
Weapons Center rNSWC'i is the 
M-60 based Sergeant Ysrke air 
ddflnW tracking lank. "The Army 
btllll about LOO Of tlieae Imci kg but 


wtictber l! »Uld perform the job it 
wo* designed Eor ro the prelect was 
stopped. Wa have bean able to 
lease several Irom die Army and we 
itie them oKienaively out on Iho 
ranges. They have laser op turn I 
trackers and finders, acquisition 
radar, and tho finest electro-optical 
system I've over seen. It ip. armed 
with a twin 40 mm gun and also 
bowls a lew-light TV camera. We 
pm a video recorder in Ihe tune!,, 
hook it up to the radar, and Oran uic 
the resulting taps an an aid whan 
debriefing aviators, We can show 
them being tracked visually on die 
range, or on radar, ci on the 
elect re-optical system.' So says 
Captain Sob Brodsky, CO oE the 
HSWC 

Above Adeciiflnaioty known as the 
'checkerboard 1 or the 'big god ball', 
thus building is Ihe electronic brain 
of strike warliro ai NAS Fallon, 
Every move made by airerali 
equipped wilh an AE/ACMI pod on 









any end od fire 'Live' ranges lb 
OiulEKiTiJUi!=&Uy tracked and displayed 
within this building by the Tactical 
All CotuNr Training Sypiom. The 
hva ranges flimuiste ddlerent 

likely 1o be encountered 
by an air wing. Bravo 16 a south 
wwi of the air station and, like the 
[allowing three range*, has a TV 
camera scoring system mounted 
near the drop point. Bravo 17. cast 
of NAS Fallon, has had a mock army 
camp. LndUStirUd sue, puwerpLant, 
runway wilh air or ah told A-4&), 


rubai It antes with electronic 
emWiors, sfl budl opip n over tho 
past five yearn A no-drop 
electronic bomb scoring system 
recently installed combines with the 
above menlionud features to make 
this range the busiest of tho »ve. 

Tho electronic warfare, or Echo 
Whiskey', range was created during 
the Vietnam War and has the 
capability 1c simulate threat! hem 
Soviet SAMs and Can Dtzb radar- 
Sooth of the base u Bravo IS, a 
mountainous area ideal [or close air 
support training, as well aa 
simulated truck convey strikes Tho 
final range is Bravo 20, nicknamed 
'tono Rock", This range has been 
ope rational since L £ri 3 and is used 
lor dumping ordnance should a jmIoI 
encounter trouble with ha aircraft. 
During IBBB Brave 20 was closed 
while li underwent a complete 
overhaul. All iho gadgotry inilntlod 
on the other ranges was being 
added to Bravo 20 during the 
refurbishment to allow n to, be 
compatible with the TACTS system 
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ln»i fiff qu»*ti9n of ml overrun* 
hero! Tha mode SAM launcher ib 
Jiwt part oE rho axiannva wooden 
end pliBlie army Which Call* Bravo 

II homo 


‘Wow whoro did I pirk that boil' 
The end *1 the line lor many 
clapped-out ee rvice friuei u at 
Fulldti. Ofin Ql lhafp unlucky 
vehicle! u parked tn (he middle el 
1ho buDwyo on Bravo 17 ovary 
seven to lor, day* became they 
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SH-3H 
Sea King 

Left ft Line-up e!'EighibaSlurs\ 
HEIANTISUBROK <H&) ELghi sent 
il>fM Sea King* id F*]lm « pan of 
tilB CVW-H deployment. but lifcc 
VS-37, nc< a lot of ASW wo rk was 


on (earrung combat SAR (Search and 
Rescue] icchnigeea defeLgped 
specially by the KSWC Jot HS unit* 

Below The Sea King's distinctive 
hull shaped lower fuselage is 
clearly visible in this close-up. The 
Up *1 !he fuselsgo actually hinges 
outwards to allow sguadion 
maintainor* access to various radar 
and Lruttruifiem panel cwomblnu 
easily and quickly 
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Combat SAR 


Begtdajr vuiten to Fallen HC-9 r the Only dedicated combat SAR unit in 
the US Wntfy. Sm JCmg* are niton Hewn by on*! coajl ASW sguodironi 

when Ihetr ait wing* deploy to Fallen. Tbti is became n crwa-muniry haul In 
a Sm Knag bom HAS jackimmll^ Florida, to NAS Faklon, Nevada, mould 
probably lu the didannra ol both Nirepier and trow lo virtual breaking 
poind 
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The HH-tlAs Down by HC 9 wore specially moditved D model Sen It mgs btiflt 
for combal SAfi units flying over Vietnam during the tale L 960s end early ?0s. 
The HH-3 bus ^ high-speed refuelling fuel dumping aynem. bolt on armour, 
uprated engines, and iwfcn 7.63 mm Mmigun mounts and integral ammunjnon 
betL fetdera The squadron has flown live HH-3 since I0J-S and. like other 
west coast Ses King squadrons, calls NAS North Island homo Alt markings on 
ihs HH-J. including warning arrow*, are matt black, and The helicopter itself 
is pointed ui a low sheen medium green (Federal Standard J4Q79I 
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Also present at Fallon for a week 's work-up before deployment was, a pair of 
SH- 2 F SsaspriloH which belonged to HSL -35 'Magician*' Del Throo fkilh the 
ScjipistL: and the Sea K1113 hwt been operated by the US Nitty for cut 30 
years and although, the SH-GO Sea Hawk a now well established m rotary 
ranks, these Iwo venerable types are bound to be serving with fionrhne ujuis 
well pasl the year 2000 
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Contrasting Seasprites 

Left fa* many yam the dinunuiave Seupme hai worn iho Inditionel glouy 
engine grey colour scheme rtservod cscl naivety lor uirliiy and hghl ASW 
hnlicDpicfi, However, all good, iliings musi eorcio to an end. New And 
reworked SeAipriie* are filtering through <0. HSL squadrons wearing the 
■attic*] pauil scheme (TPS) greys 



Below This Swprite was only delivered ie HSL^SH from ihe Kaman. lacrory 
tn April 19S8 and embodies all ihe ennem update? developed Tor iho 
helicopter. The two rrihoj ugly borer grafted onto iho apinq of the Seaipnte 
•» “f 1 integral part of a new electronic warfare system retrofitted m 
helicopters operating in Iho Persian Cud. The ECM ^hUok bones' combine 
with Two chad launcher packs fitted |u*i behind the sonobuoy rack on Uto 
opposite side of Iho Svupnte. The modification didn't work too wall initially 
bul HSL-iS were mere then pleased. «nlh the result* of then week's flying on 
the electronic warfare range 















Left Also a blind nim Seaxprite. 

Etua- parEunibLi mjaeJliM'S Ohly 
concession Ed TPS is a pair of low ■ 
via entomal lanfe*, Tho ECM 
mndihcaEmiu appeal io be 
performed .H squadron level 
bocauao lEui parueulax Seasprite 
bad no ALQ bom* mounted on the 
opine, .illhough the chalf Launcher* 
wore attached Io Ihe hwUgii. The 
piomuie lie nerve flap* fined lo live 
trailing edge of each totu r blade 
are also quite visible lb Etna mew 

Above Thu colourful squadron 
bodge of H5L-3S clearly leOoeia 
iheii nickname. The 'Mapaim' 
have Down the SeaspiUO Since liVjj. 
and are ono of eigtu Iretullno unit* 
equipped wnihihs helicopter Three 
Nany ftokornte squadiciuj. also 
ope idle due SH-2F A typical 
squadron complement IS 10—13- 
aircraft from which small shipboard 
detachments axe formed. 
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Another modLlufAUfth ivcoeily 
4(ld*d to the Soaaprilo i* A PLtft 
turret which is mounted bontwHh the 
□OM of iho heir copier. Although ihe 
eeloel nurel a net bind id Hu* 
Sesjpnio the Tooimting ti visible jiiii 
beneath lira noae mode*. HSL-35 Del 
Three wu soon to deploy on 4 
WestPac Cruise onboard the USS 
CiMghan. one od four Kidd class 
desicoyeia in the DS Wavy 
InicroBtmgSy. the lout Kidd class 
vessels were onginally budi ter the 
Imperial Ci anion Wavy but were 
never delevered leJIowrag the 
revolution in chat country m 1979, 
Hence they are nicknamed the 
'Ayatolkh claw I 
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Rescue Huey 



Although ngt 4 headline giabber, or 
(he ulhmate in rawJcm technology, 
(ho UH-1N Huey itOJ pcrEnmu a vilal 
CAflJt tu NAS Fallon Two brightly 
coloured Hueyi form ihu bug SAR 
flight tmd ihay arc regularly Been 
out on the vaiioiu rih^ui practising 
their eatractLon technique*, The 
Ehghl ha» no designated number but 
it does adorn i(* helicopters with a 
'uiuC emblem, which also double* 

44 (ho helicopter's call aLga. Painted 
on the black neti-glaro panel in Iroiu 
o[ Che cockpit ia the whim outline of 
a Longls&m steer's skull. 

Immediately above the tilted rotor 
blade u m tightly banking F-H 
relurrung Erom an ACM engagement 
ewi the desert 
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NWC Corsairs 


Lell Tlie Naval Strike Weapons Cental operates a mixed beg erf meuii 
Including she A*7£ end tie two mi donvanuc. ih.g TA-7C, The N5WC use the 
ait'crati to test different attack pieties on the tenge, end also io evaluate the 
TACTS ays!nm ilsetf 


Below Tile Navy received a total of 60 TA-TC* comprising 2A converted 
A-7B* end 36 fl-7Cs, Bnlweon January 198S and I SAT eld survivuig TA-U were 
re-enganed and upgraded by Ling Tetneo Vaught. The rather quiln*n Pratt S 
Whitney TF-3Q turbgUn na swapped for the vlightty more powerful ALuon 
TF-41, automatic manoeuvring tape were installed, now Sconce! ujuthon lean 
fitted, and an engine monitoring syalom pul in place 



US 








Opposlle above A ralher pale A-7E mis. on the NSWG ramp in the mid- 
alierneer! mm, Resting on trolleys beneath the wing hardpoLtna are an 
asserimeni at weapons guidance training devices 

Opposite below A combination el man-power and machine-power gets ihc 
Job done on this Coiaair. Although maintained by civilian contractors, Ilia 
N5WC aLrcraii stall have their underwing morns loaded by naval pa raonnni, 
The small petto] driven motor connected up 10 the wing pylon lids the Unless 
Walleye guided glide bomb from nho Holley, via a sturdy chain. to (he wing 
mounting 


Abnv* The A-7E Li now reaching the end of its service career with the HE 
Wavy, mwf east coast light attack squadron* having already Lrarutmpnod onto 
the F-30 Hornet. By tho look oJ this Corsair it too may have reached die end 
ot the operational road also. The WSWC lighting boJi has been painted out on 
the tail, the AUi»on TF^] turbotan has been removed, and the canopy 
perspex appears to have 'gone west' » well. Pnoa tube end antenna covers 
axe in place though, as is the intake iarp, ■» perhaps Corsair '-t3' u ]iist 
taking a well earned rest 
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Gate guard? 

BcLa w Hidden aw.iy in jin vlnnirc corner ol the hue, eur rounded by old 
bmtdtng material and rather jgiiOmimouily covered in a canvas tarpaulin, u 
an ei-VA-2U A-7B Gaunt. The n&ry goes lime thi* particular aircraft was 
flown in from Davu-Monihan AFB several yean ago so n cguLd bo mourned 
On a pylon and, placed next lo the Sky hawk u a gate guard. Priorities 
changed and the bred old Corsair appears lo have been forgotten 








Troubled Hornet 


Below The NSWC operates (wo Hornets. and hk& maity otbL-r nqujdrnns 
which fly the aircrafl-. they spojid a 3m of thmr hme giouiided with 
powerplam problems Alter performing on engine change on ihia F- ]9A 
civilian lechiutiani run the ;ll:ct.i!e up iq cnsi tf ifoe replacement General 
Electric F404 turbo Can a are functioning properly 






Strike Intruder 


Below The Third typo regularly Down fay the Weapons C*nt*i is the A-6 
Inlmder m>tpt*1 being on tireng® wiih the flight. Ad Die p:tou and crew, 
assigned to she K5WC are highly experienced in their particular Bold and 
have beep chosen So work an HAS Fadon because of llu* 


Oppa site shove Thu Intruder is a pugnacious looting mrcTah.. and a potent 
One. The open haieh on die wmg has the ram-slr-turbine (HATj anached [□ il. 
a vital piece el machinery should s sudden el&eihcal failure afflict Urn 
aLrcrafi. Hanging down beneath she EuseUga is the compact equipment 
'birdcage'. Tlie large air scoop jurt forward ol the last was * modification 
added to She EnEruder during the TRAM retrofit, it acts as an auf-ctMidLiioner 
[or the avionics mounted in the 'birdcage' 

Opposite below Intruder '03' is a wed travelled aircrefi, having joined the 
Navy aa long ago as ]9fiS. one ot 6* buult by Gruiuroan that year. Atmosi 
ceriainly a Viemam veieran, this [ormor A-6A has been progressively 
updated over tha ensuing 24 year* So its praaem A*EE TRAM configuration 
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Low-tech 



Ltfi 2ca:des having * complement of Afomoat 30 F-10 Hornets. VFA42I& Rough 
Raiders the west coast replaeotneftL air groap squadron. also eperaits a 
Right of s« C«im 337■ «forward air controltoi (FAC) momms. Those are 
the only 337a in the US Navy and an ea-civtiisr aircraft boughi tip 10 FAC 
standard by installing VKF/UHF comniunicaaaiu equipmani 

Below The dtrnLnuilVc Lllllfr CuMne locks rAlbqr Cell Of placg in finw of lt> 
ramp companions, Several 337s in also based aE NAS Loimwre, VFA-125'i 
home. These aircraft are down by F-ifi kaamietor* who held special <dvU FAA 
ratings on the 'push-puff Cessna 


Ornloif Doctor Who's Tardia on wheels? No. thu gnaini IliiId mebilo hut is 
in lam an 'RDD Spew d wag on'. The runway duty officer ERDO) uses ihu 
wheeled-wonder to communicate! with pilot* on Anal approach, sum as a 
landing signals officer (LSO) would do on board an atreraft-carne r. The eool 
dude sheltering from the sun iraide the 'Speedwagon' lx Lieutenant Carroll 
LoEon, an f-lB pilot who double* as an LSO with VFA-33 'Fiat of the Fleet 
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The Osprey SUPERBASE series takes 
the enthusiast behind the scenes on the 
world’s major airbases. This up-front series 
features spectacular; exclusive colour 
photography from aviation’s camera sharp¬ 
shooters. If you want to get inside the 
perimeter fence to see today’s combat aircraft 
in their natural habitat, the SUPERBASE 
series is literally where it's at Here’s what’s 
happening on the Fallon ramp today „.. 



Future SUPERBASE titles: 
BITBURG * PENSACOLA ■ COLD LAKE ■ 
EL TORO ■ FORT BRAGG * EDWARDS - 
YUMA • KADENA ■ TYNDALL 


Sole dismbulnn fur the USA 

On Hit, t WH M wilin I, IV, 












